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Luna; she harbored a secret paranoia that if she could see the Lunars, surely they could look up beyond their artificial skies and see her.For more than seven years, this had been her nightmare.But now the silver horizon of Luna was creeping into the corner of her window, and Cress paid no attention. This time, her wall of invisi-screens was showing
her a brand-new nightmare. Brutal words were splattered across the newsfeeds, photos and videos blurring in her vision as she scrolled from one feed to the next. She couldn't read fast enough.14 CITIES ATTACKED WORLDWIDE2-HOUR MURDER SPREE RESULTS IN 16,000 EARTHEN DEATHSLARGEST MASSACRE IN THIRD ERAThe net was
littered with horrors. Victims dead in the streets with shredded abdomens and blood leaking into the gutters. Feral men-creatures with gore on their chins and beneath their fingernails and staining the fronts of their shirts. She scrolled through them all with one hand pressed over her mouth. Breathing became increasingly difficult as the truth of it all
sank in.This was her fault.For months she had been cloaking those Lunar ships from Earthen detection, doing Mistress Sybil's bidding without question, like the well-trained lackey she was.Now she knew just what kind of monsters had been aboard those ships. Only now did she understand what Her Majesty had been planning all along, and it was far
too late.16,000 EARTHEN DEATHSEarth had been taken unaware, and all because she hadn't been brave enough to say no to Mistress's demands. She had done her job and then turned a blind eye to it all.She averted her gaze from the pictures of death and carnage, focusing on another news story that suggested more horrors to come.Emperor Kaito
of the Eastern Commonwealth had put an end to the attacks by agreeing to marry Lunar Queen Levana.Queen Levana was to become the Commonwealth's new empress.The shocked journalists of anilas enoizulos anu noc osufnl are ilapicnirp inoizalocitra ellen enigalitrac al ertnem ,oiclac id ihccir imsitoib noc etazrofnir etats onare asso eL .iranul
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rep odnacipmarra onavats greater flexibility and flexibility. orthodontic implants have replaced the canine and incisive teeth with those that imitate the teeth of a wolf, wolf,we see the same bone reinforcement around the jaw to allow the force to crush material like bone and other tissues. The mapping of the central nervous system and the extensive
psychological tampering were responsible for the inflexible aggression of the subject and similar trends to the wolf. Dr. Edelstein has theorized that an advanced manipulation technique of bioelectric brain waves may also play a role in -"Mute feed. "The sweet voice of ten years was silenced, leaving the satellite playing with the sounds that had long
been relegated to the consciousness of Cress. Fan whistle. The life support system. The water recycle reservoir gushing. Cress picked up the big hair closures at the neck's neck and shook her tail on the shoulder — he had the tendency to get caught by the wheels of his chair when he was not careful. The screens before she slipped and flowed as more
and more information came from terrestrial feed. The news also came out from Luna, on their "army boys" and "hard victory" — the drivel sanctioned by the crown, of course. Cress stopped paying attention to lunar news when he was 12. Turn the horsetail without mind around the left arm, spiraling from the elbow to the wrist, unaware of the grovigli
that stick in his lap. "Oh, Cress," he bit. "What are we gonna do? "His ten-year-old self rebounded, "Please clarify your instructions, older sister. " Cress closed his eyes against the screen reflex. "I understand that Emperor Kai is just trying to stop a war, but he must know that this will not stop His Majesty. He's gonna kill him if he gets through this,
and then where's Earth?" A headache hit his temples. "I thought Linh Cener told him at the dance, but if I'm wrong? And if he had no idea ,asrom ,asrom aiziton anu osrevartta atid el otuttabs ah ,aides aus allen gninnipS" ?avort is iuc ni in a code, and called up the hidden window that she checked a hundred times a day. The D-COMM window opened
like a black hole, abandoned and silent, on top of her desk. Linh Cinder still had not tried to contact her. Perhaps her chip had been confiscated or destroyed. Perhaps Linh Cinder didn't even have it anymore.Huffing, Cress dismissed the link and, with a few hasty taps of her fingertips, cascaded a dozen different windows in its place. They were linked
to a spider alert service that was constantly patrolling the net for any information related to the Lunar cyborg who had been taken into custody a week earlier. Linh Cinder. The girl who had escaped from New Beijing Prison. The girl who had been Cress's only chance of telling Emperor Kaito the truth about Queen Levana's intentions should he agree
to the marriage alliance.The major feed hadn't been updated in eleven hours. In the hysteria of the Lunar invasion, Earth seemed to have forgotten about their most-wanted fugitive."Big Sister?"Pulse hiccupping, Cress grasped the arms of her chair. "Yes, Little Cress?""Mistress's ship detected. Expected arrival in twenty-two seconds."Cress catapulted
from her chair at the word mistress, spoken even all those years ago with a tinge of dread.Her movements were a precisely choreographed dance, one she had mastered after years of practice. In her mind, she became a second-era ballerina, skimming across a shadowy stage as Little Cress counted down the seconds.00:21. Cress pressed her palm
onto the mattress-deploy button.00:20. She swiveled back to the screen, sending all feeds of Linh Cinder beneath a layer of Lunar crown propaganda.00:19. The mattress landed with a thunk on the floor, the pillows and blankets wadded up just as she'd left them.00:18. 17. 16. Her fingers danced across the screens, hiding Earthen newsfeeds and
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onegisso emoc The opening of the spacecraft. passes echoing on the catwalk. the whoosh of the satellite entrance. there was a moment when cress had hoped in warmth and kindness by his mistress. that perhaps sybil looked at her and said: "My dear, sweet crescent, you have earned the trust and respect of her majesty, the queen. You are welcome
to come back with me on the moon and be accepted as one of us." "that the time had long been past, but the practiced smile of cress was still in front of the coolness of the master sybil. "Good day, mistress." sybil did. the embroidered sleeves of his white jacket slipped around the large case he carried, full of his usual provisions: food and fresh water
for the confinement of cress and, of course, the medical kit. "So you found her, didn't you?" cress made a damp around her frozen smile. "I found it, mistress?" "if it's a good day, then you must have finally completed the simple task I gave you. Is that so, crescent? Did you find the cyborg?" cress looked down and crossed her nails into her palms. "no,
mistress. I didn't find her." So it's not a good day after all, is it? "I'm just going... your company is always ..." it's exhausted. Forcing your hands to unlock, it dared to meet the glare of sybil mistress. "I was just reading the news, mistress. I thought maybe we were happy with his majesty's commitment." sybil dropped the case on the crunchy bed. "We
will be satisfied once the earth is under lunar control. Until then, there is a job to do and you should not waste time reading news and gossip." sybil approached the monitor holding the secret window with the D-Comm the power and evidence of the betrayal of cress to the lunar crown and cress stiffened. but sybil reached it on a screen showing a
videoKaito who spoke in front of the Flag of Eastern Commonwealth. With a touch, the screen cleared, revealing the metal wall and a tangle of heating heating pipes it.Cress slowly released her breath."I certainly hope you've found something."She stood taller. "Linh Cinder was spotted in the European Federation, in a small town in southern France,
at approximately 18:00 local ti ¢AAA""I'm well aware of all that. And then she went to Paris and killed a thaumaturge and some useless special operatives. Anything else, Crescent?"Cress swallowed and began winding her hair around both wrists in a looping figure eight. "At 17:48, in Rieux, France, the clerk of a ship-and-vehicle parts store updated
the store inventory, removing one power cell that would be compatible with a 214 Rampion, Class 11.3, but not notating any sort of payment. I thought perhaps Linh Cinder stole ... or maybe glamoured ..." She hesitated. Sybil liked to keep up the pretense that the cyborg was a shell, even though they both knew it wasn't true. Unlike Cress, who was a
true shell, Linh Cinder had the Lunar gift. It may have been buried or hidden somehow, but it had certainly made itself known at the Commonwealth's annual ball."A power cell?" Sybil said, passing over Cress's hesitation."It converts compressed hydrogen into energy in order to propel ¢AAA""I know what it is," Sybil snapped. "You're telling me that
the only progress you've made is finding evidence that she's making repairs to her ship? That it's going to become even more difficult to track her down, a task that you couldn't even manage when they were on Earth?""'I'm sorry, Mistress. I'm trying. It's just ¢AAA""I'm not interested in your excuses. All these years I've persuaded Her Majesty to let
you live, under the premise that you had something valuable to offer, something even more valuable than blood. Was I wrong to protect you, Crescent?"She bit her lip, withholding a reminder of all she'd done for Her Majesty during her imprisonment. Designing countless spy systems for keeping watch on Earth's leaders, hacking the communication
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